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this fleet had never tried, but which would have
been child's play to a fleet of the present time. An
officer who may have been with our squadron enter-
ing Manila Bay, with the ships keeping their inter-
vals precisely, or who is used to the manoeuvres of
the North Atlantic fleet at the time of writing, can
hardly realize the difficulties of securing anything
like precision with the utterly inharmonious elements
that Porter had under his command.

As we approached the Inlet it looked for a while
as if our long column would be tied in a knot. How-
ever, it straightened out with surprising regularity,
thanks to the experienced officers, each of whom
knew how to handle the peculiarities of his own ship.
Vessel after vessel in order, if not keeping its proper
distance, came into the position assigned it, without
any break in Porter's plan.

Shortly before I p. MV the New Ironsides, which
was at the head of the first division, opened fire;
and at 1,30 the Colorado, second in the column of
the heavy ships, or the second division, was engaged.
Each vessel dropped anchor from bow and stern*
Each one practically became a floating battery pour-
ing shells into the fort. For over three hours the
cannonade continued, that of the fort gradually
weakening. When the flag-ship signalled at 5,30,
"Prepare to retire for the night," it seemed to us
that we had pretty effectually silenced Fisher. The
Colorado had been struck a number of times, but not